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Government's Duties in Ensuring Security According
to Nahj al-Balaghah

Bahman Amini Sadeh* / Alireza Sabrian**/ Reza Kohsari ***

Received date: 15/11/2023  Accepted date :05/05/2024
Abstract

The primary ideals of government include development, prosperity,
excellence, combating corruption, and the creation and expansion of
public welfare. The fulfillment of these goals leads to peace of mind
among members of society—an assurance in the face of fear and
anxiety—which experts define as ‘security’. Establishing security in
accordance with the values that govern a political system is one of the
fundamental responsibilities of any government. The present
descriptive-analytical research seeks to identify and formulate the
perspective of Alavi thought on the realization of security, with a focus
on the scope of governmental responsibilities. It demonstrates that the
description and achievement of a secure state, in addition to two main
dimensions—the absence of threats and the fulfillment of human
needs—is fundamentally based on the core pillar of ‘attaining
assurance,” meaning the provision of security within the framework of
both material and spiritual needs. In Alavi discourse, this provision,
particularly in the economic, political, and military arenas, is manifested
through two complementary approaches: resolution and repulsion,
articulated through concepts such as affirmation, rejection, refinement,
and purification. The findings indicate that all dimensions of security are
structurally interrelated and form a networked system, each linked to and
influenced by other types of security. The formulation of governmental
responsibilities in this context reveals that different areas of security
serve as both cause and effect, and can simultaneously be understood as
outcomes and manifestations of one another.
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Nahj al-Balaghah, Security, Government, Duties.
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Foundations and Principles of Alavi Justice in Addressing Victims: With

an Emphasis on Structural Victimization

Mohammad Ali Haji Deh Abadi */ Musa Askari**
Received date: 01/02/2024  Accepted date :21/11/2024

Abstract

One of the important and prominent topics in victimology is how to
respond to victims, this matter largely shaped by their role and level of
involvement in the crime. This assessment significantly influences
approaches within the criminal justice system. The present article
analyzes this issue within the framework of Alavi justice, as reflected in
the words and practical Seerah of Imam Ali (AS), using a descriptive-
analytical method. The findings of the study indicate that concepts such
as respect for human dignity, ensuring victims’ rights as a divine
responsibility, paying attention to victims as a social duty, and
supporting the oppressed as a moral value constitute the foundational
principles that necessitate an effective and compassionate response to
victims. Moreover, this response must be guided by core principles such
as justice-centeredness, benevolence, cooperation, and opposition to
cruelty in order to be truly effective.

Keywords:

Fundamentals, Principles, Justice-Centeredness, Imam Ali (AS), Victim,
Support for Oppressed, Benevolence.
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Principles of Accountability of Officials with Focus on Solutions to
the Problem of Unemployment in Nahj al-Balaghah

Abdol-lmam Aghajari*/ Ali Yar Hosseini**/ Mohammad Javad Heydaria ***

Received date: 04/02/2024  Accepted date :08/12/2024

Abstract
Accountability, as one of the major challenges facing managers, serves
as a means of control, power oversight, and prevention of the abuse of
authority, and has been widely studied by researchers across various
scientific fields. In this context, the main question of the present study is
whether, in the Islamic system, managers are required to be accountable
for the positions they hold and the responsibilities assigned to them.
Accordingly, the authors of this study employed a descriptive-analytical
method, using library-based research and a questionnaire tool to collect,
examine, and analyze the data—leading to valuable findings. Among
findings, it was established that each of the three branches of
government, in addition to possessing internal accountability
mechanisms across administrative, political, and social dimensions, also
exercises oversight over the others. The judiciary, in particular, plays a
more significant role in holding other branches accountable compared to
the others. Furthermore, it was found that the legislature is capable of
holding other powers and institutions accountable through various
methods and mechanisms, although it lacks strong executive
enforcement capabilities. Ultimately, the authors conclude that, to arrive
at an appropriate understanding of accountability, managers must
consider the key insights and recommendations presented in the research
findings.
Keywords:

Nahj al-Balaghah, Islamic Management, Accountability, Unemployment,
Jurisprudence.
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Typology and Analysis of Intra-Textual Conflicts Raised in Nahj
al-Balaghah(Case Study of Imamate)

sksle
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Abstract

The unique method of compilation and the distinctive characteristics of
Nahj al-Balaghah have provided an opportunity for certain individuals
to challenge its authenticity, raise doubts about the text, and, in their
view, undermine its credibility. In recent times, several doubts have
emerged, often centered around seemingly contradictory statements
attributed to Imam Ali (AS) within Nahj al-Balaghah. One of the primary
areas of contention concerns the issue of the Imamate of Ali (AS), which
skeptics have at times sought to affirm and at other times to deny. This
article, employing a descriptive-analytical method, describes the
perspectives of those who raise such conflicts and critically analyzes
their claims. It further identifies and explains the origins of these
perceived contradictions within the text of Nahj al-Balaghah, through
both contextual and source analysis. According to the findings of this
study, the sources of these conflicts include: misunderstanding the
context of the Imam's (AS) words, extracting statements out of context,
confusing the words of others with those of the Imam (AS), instances of
tagiyyah (dissimulation), tasheef (errors in transcription or hadith
correction), and the fabrication of hadiths.
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Abstract
One of the solutions for reforming organizational agents is the implementation
of an effective system of encouragement and punishment. Various
benchmarks exist for such systems in management organizations; however,
there is a noticeable gap in the development of a framework grounded in Alavi
teachings. This research was conducted in two phases. The first phase focused
on identifying the indicators of an encouragement and punishment system
based on the teachings of Imam Ali (AS). To achieve this, authoritative
sources—such as Nahj al-Balaghah —were examined using the Jami' al-
Ahadith software, version 3.5. Through qualitative content analysis of the
extracted statements, the findings were categorized into indicators under three
main categories: foundational principles, specific encouragement, and specific
punishment. These indicators were then transformed into questionnaire items.
Following the integration of feedback from seven university and seminary
professors, the questionnaire was finalized with 66 items, organized on a 5-
point Likert scale. The target statistical population consisted of employees
from the Omid Entrepreneurship Fund, with a sample size of 326 participants.
Exploratory factor analysis was employed to reduce the items into coherent
dimensions, and the Smart PLS software was used to validate the
questionnaire. The results indicated that the principles of encouragement and
punishment consisted of two dimensions (do's and don'ts); specific
encouragement included three dimensions (rules, criteria, and encouragement
care); and specific punishment comprised four dimensions (rules, criteria,
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)~ inadequacies, and severity and prioritization of punishment).
N Keywords:
Alavi Teachings, Encouragement, Organization, Punishment, Questionnaire,
Validation.
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A Comparative Stylistic Analysis of the Morphological Structure in
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Abstract
One of the defining features of sermons delivered in the early Islamic
period—including those in Nahj al-Balaghah—is their linguistic quality,
particularly the morphological structure, which enhances the semantic
depth and expressive precision of the texts. The selection and
arrangement of words evoke broader and more nuanced meanings. The
present study employs a comparative stylistic approach, as
understanding the rationale behind word choice and arrangement in a
text requires a stylistic lens, and highlighting the style necessitates a
comparative analysis of different stylistic patterns. This study aims to
analyze the dimensions of morphological structure in Nahj al-Balaghah
from a structuralist perspective, using an analytical-comparative method.
The first sermon of Nahj al-Balaghah was selected as the main focus of
this research to examine the expressive tools and structural techniques it
employs. By comparing and contrasting its dominant morphological
features with those found in other early Islamic sermons, the study seeks
to reveal its stylistic uniqueness. The findings indicate that linguistic
features such as the frequent use of specific morphological plural
patterns, chapter-derived lexical forms, imperfect consonantal verbs, and
the harmony between word structure and intended meaning contribute
significantly to the linguistic superiority of the first sermon of Nahj al-
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Balaghah over other early sermons. These elements reflect Imam Ali’s 552963@
(AS) meticulous selection of morphological structures to enhance textual ?‘é%f%és
fluidity, increase the impact of his speech, and effectively persuade his A 4
audience.
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Abstract
The main question of this article is how, based on Imam Ali’s (AS)
perspective on the people’s revolutionary struggle against Uthman, the
phenomenon of struggle in the form of a revolution can be evaluated. The
struggle against oppression is an Islamic principle that is widely reflected in
the Qur’an and narrations. However, both the principle of struggle and the
method of opposing oppression are addressed independently in these
sources. Although the modern concept of revolution had not yet emerged in
the early Islamic period, the movement that occurred during the reign of the
third caliph can, by today's standards of revolutionary action, be regarded as
more than a rebellion—it represents a form of revolution that occurred at a
historically inopportune time. A close examination of the life, statements,
and writings of Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-Balaghah reveals that the Imam
Ali (AS) maintained a dual position: he held a critical view of the caliph’s
actions while opposing the radicalism exhibited by the people in their
uprising. Imam Ali (AS) criticized the caliph for various injustices and, at
the same time, criticized the people for abandoning proper methods of
struggle. The most important conclusion of this research is that Imam Ali
(AS) upheld reform—expressed through criticism and counsel, constructive
cooperation, non-cooperation, and similar means—as the correct method of
struggle. In both theory and practice, he presented this approach as an
alternative to revolutionary extremism.

& Keywords:
,ggf‘&%‘kg Uthman 's rule; Abolition of Oppression, Revolution, Reform, Imam Ali (AS).
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Abstract
The sermons, letters, and short sayings of Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-
Balaghah are rich in rhetorical devices. At times, a failure to recognize
these devices and to translate them accurately—while considering the
linguistic and cultural requirements of the target language—has led
translators to stumble. Since providing an accurate translation is one of
the key means of persuading the audience, it is essential to observe the
precise equivalents of these rhetorical elements. This article adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach to examine certain appellation devices—
vaw, fa, hatta, lakin, and bal—in the translations by Ayati, Ansarian,
Dashti, Shahidi, Faiz al-Islam, and Makarem Shirazi. The findings
suggest that in Persian translations, it is often more appropriate to omit
direct equivalents for vaw and fa. The term hatta is best rendered as pas
(then) in Persian. Furthermore, appellation can also be expressed through
other words in the sermons, such as wali and amma. The term bal appears
in both affirmative and corrective (negative) forms in the sermons of
Nahj al-Balaghah, and proper attention must be given to its expressive
function in translation.
Keywords:
Appeal tools, Nahj al-Balaghah, translation of sermons.
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Abstract

The sermons, letters, and short sayings of Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-
Balaghah are rich in rhetorical devices. At times, a failure to recognize these
devices and to translate them accurately—while considering the linguistic
and cultural requirements of the target language—has led translators to
stumble. Since providing an accurate translation is one of the key means of
persuading the audience, it is essential to observe the precise equivalents of
these rhetorical elements. This article adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach to examine certain appellation devices—vaw, fa, hatta, lakin, and
bal—in the translations by Ayati, Ansarian, Dashti, Shahidi, Faiz al-Islam,
and Makarem Shirazi. The findings suggest that in Persian translations, it is
often more appropriate to omit direct equivalents for vaw and fa. The term
hatta is best rendered as pas (then) in Persian. Furthermore, appellation can
also be expressed through other words in the sermons, such as wali and
amma. The term bal appears in both affirmative and corrective (negative)
forms in the sermons of Nahj al-Balaghah, and proper attention must be
given to its expressive function in translation.
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Abstract
Semantics is one of the important branches of rhetorical sciences. It plays a
significant role in the expression of speech and serves as a key tool for
analyzing discourse and understanding the meaning hidden behind phrases.
In this context, the secondary functions of declarative and informative
sentences hold an important place in the field of semantics. They are among
the rhetorical techniques that deepen the literary dimensions of speech. Nahj
al-Balaghah and its wisdoms are filled with declarative (news) sentences in
which rhetorical functions and deeper meanings are also evident. In other
words, to enhance the rhetorical structure of the text, the speaker employs
declarative constructions not only to convey information but also to express
secondary rhetorical functions such as persuasion, warning, boasting,
command, prohibition, and more. This research aims to answer the question:
What secondary functions of declarative sentences are used in the wisdoms
of Nahj al-Balaghah, and what is their intended effect? To address this
question, a descriptive-analytical method was employed. The study attempts
to explain the rhetorical functions and secondary functions of declarative
sentences in a selection of the wisdoms of Nahj al-Balaghah, in order to
highlight the eloquence and rhetorical depth of the Imam’s (AS) speech. It
also aims to shed light on the various dimensions of these secondary
functions, thereby contributing to a deeper understanding and analysis of
these wisdoms. The findings of the study indicate that most of the wisdoms
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functions such as persuasion, prohibition, condemnation, and _@5300%.

encouragement appear with the highest frequency. .vﬁé&*%e{{g-
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Abstract

One way to strengthen the connection between the people and the Islamic
government is by fostering public awareness and understanding of societal
conditions and governmental challenges. People with political insight are
better equipped to recognize the dangers that may threaten the government.
Understanding the enemy enhances national insight and contributes to
achieving macro-level visionary outcomes in society. This necessity
encouraged the authors of this study to examine these visionary effects using
a descriptive-analytical method. In this process, the following question will
be addressed: What effects does understanding the enemy have on
promoting Islamic awakening and national vision from the perspective of
Nahj al-Balaghah, as a deterrence strategy focused on strengthening cultural
and belief-based foundations? Ultimately, it has been concluded that a
society which understands its enemy will, as a first step, gain recognition of
right and wrong, as well as the enemy’s ranks and formations. Following
this, it will become aware of the enemy’s strategies in cultural objectives and
political movements. At that point, by relying on the public and national
awareness it has developed, the society will prevent the enemy from
spreading despair and hopelessness. An enlightened society, thus, will not
easily allow the enemy to infiltrate various aspects of its life.
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