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An Analysis of Exaggeration in the Translation of Verbal Nouns in
Nahj al-Balaghah Based on Catford's Linguistic Theory
(Case Study of Shahidi and Fouladvand's Translations)

Forough Farahmand Harami* / Hossein Mohtadi**/ Mohammad Javad Pourabed ***

Received date: 15/11/2023  Accepted date :05/10/2024
Abstract

Catford has attempted to systematize translation by applying specific
rules, thereby assisting both the translator and the audience. Translating
the semantic style of exaggeration present in verbal nouns in Nahj al-
Balaghah, based on Catford's theory, will be a useful resource to
enlighten the audience with the profound concepts of this book through
a descriptive-analytical method. The current study, by analyzing the
semantic structure present in verbal nouns in two translations by Shahidi
and Fouladvand, has reached certain conclusions; structurally, the
translators in the target language either used the same Arabic verbal noun
or employed a different morphological-syntactic structure that does not
accurately reflect the concept of exaggeration. In some cases,
interpretive additions were used to reflect the concept of exaggeration;
however, they failed to convey the meaning correctly by utilizing
available equivalents. Structurally, the translator was forced to make
many changes in their discourse to succeed in conveying the meaning
present in the infallible's words. They tried to convey the original
meaning to the audience with the help of various nominal and verbal
groups. Perhaps the presence of various adverbs of manner, emphasis,
similarity, etc., could have been a solution for the translator; however, in
many cases, the full meaning has still not been conveyed.

Keywords:

Translation, verbal noun, exaggeration, Nahj al-Balaghah, Catford.
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The Social Corruptions of the Tyrannical Rule in the Quran and
Nahj al-Balaghah With a Quranic-Hadith Analysis of '"The Shame of
Women"

Ali-Abbas Goodarzi */ Hossein Moradi Zanjanani **/ Mohammad Sharifani™™"

Received date: 01/02/2024  Accepted date :21/11/2024

Abstract
Arrogance is a moral vice that is the root of other vices such as disbelief,
oppression, and rebellion. The Quran first mentions this term in the
context of Adam's creation regarding Iblis: "And [recall] when We said
to the angels, 'Prostrate to Adam,' and they prostrated, except for Iblis.
He refused and was arrogant" (The Holy Quran, 2:34). In this research,
the social corruptions of the tyrannical rule from the perspective of the
Quran and Nahj al-Balaghah are briefly examined, including: creating an
atmosphere of suffocation, threats and exile, killing prophets and justice-
seekers, financial and economic corruption, indulgence in luxury and
extravagance, and ideological and ritual exclusivity. Furthermore, by
referencing certain narrations, the topics of killing and corruption
through the Pharaonic method—namely, killing sons and stripping
women of their modesty—are investigated in detail and with evidence as
one of the consequences of tyrannical rule .
The author, by referencing verses such as: "They slaughter your sons and
spare your women," and comparing them with one another after
presenting the interpretations of commentators and translators,
concludes that "the shame of women" carries a meaning beyond merely
sparing their lives (as commentators and translators have stated). It
signifies that the Pharaohs, alongside killing sons, sought to strip women
and girls of their modesty and exploit them. These two issues, as
described in the Quran, were a great calamity that befell the Children of S
Israel: "And in that is a great trial from your Lord.

Keywords:
Tyrannical rule, the shame of women, social corruptions, the Quran,
Nahj al-Balaghah.
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Cognitive Stylistics of '""Khutbah al-Ashbah" with an Emphasis
on Conceptual Metaphors

Omid Roosta */ Yousef Karami Chemeh**/ Meysam Ahmadi ***
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Abstract
The present article is an inquiry to answer the question of what function
conceptual metaphor has in explaining abstract religious concepts. One
way to understand this issue is to rely on the philosophical characteristics
of cognition and analyze the metaphorical capacity of the mind. In this
view, metaphor is a mental phenomenon that becomes objective and
tangible through language; therefore, it is called a conceptual metaphor.
By analyzing the corpus of conceptual metaphors, one can understand
the mechanism of cognition and the strategy of the mind. Cognitive
linguists, following this philosophy, sometimes consider metaphor to
have a cultural basis and sometimes an experiential and physical
foundation. Unlike structuralists and formalists, who considered
metaphor to be an accidental and literary aspect of language, they
consider metaphor to be a mental and cognitive schema. The authors of
the present study believe that meaning-making in Khutbah al-Ashbah of
Nahj al-Balaghah is based on conceptual metaphor and has been carried
out in two aspects; therefore, they try to identify the forms of expressing
conceptual metaphors of religion, using a descriptive-analytical method,
by focusing on the ninety-first sermon of Nahj al-Balaghah, "Ashbah",
and study its cognitive stylistics. The outcome of the present research's
analysis is that conceptual metaphor and its related cognitive processes;
elaboration, specification, conventionalization, focalization, experiential
embodiment, and integration with rhetorical metaphor have been among

Quarterly Journal of
Nahjolbalagheh Research

ﬁ%ﬁ the stylistic techniques of Imam Ali (Peace be won him) in oroanizing and
@2’299 by understanding abstract concepts.
e g?r“ Keywords:
A 4 Conceptual metaphor, cognitive stylistics, Khutbah al-Ashbah, Nah;j al-
Balaghah.
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The Government as a Stronger Cause than the Direct Perpetrator in
the Occurrence of Blue-Collar Crime from the Perspective of Nahj
al-Balaghah and Islamic Criminal Policy
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Abstract

The causes of crime can stem from government decisions. Economic
factors such as unemployment, poverty, inflation, urban expansion,
weakening of authentic cultures, scientific and political
disempowerment of the masses, lack of utilization of comprehensive
prevention methods, social inequality, failure to strengthen crime targets,
and the behaviors of rulers that lead to distrust of the government and
state regulations, are among the most important criminogenic factors
where the government acts as the cause of these criminal behaviors.
Blue-collar criminals themselves, as double victims of mass crimes, are
not subject to mitigating circumstances or amnesty, and even to satisfy
public opinion, the trial of this group is conducted with a full adherence
to legality. This is while the government, considering the conditions that
led to the commission of these crimes, should conduct trials and impose
punishments taking into account all reasons for the crime's occurrence.
The main goal of this research is to warn the judiciary and the
mechanisms for implementing justice and social order to improve the
moral and cultural state of society, which cannot be solely attributed to
and punished by its followers, just as in the views of Nahj al-Balaghah,
not only the duties of the people are addressed, but also reciprocal duties
for rulers that create responsibilities for them.
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Abstract
Death is one of the most important stages of human life throughout history.
The issue of death and the events after it have been questioning and awe-
inspiring for every human being, and the presentation, explanation, and
interpretation of this truth have been among the most important goals of
heavenly religions. Since contemplating death and its dimensions affects all
aspects of human existence, the present study examines the issue of death
and contemplation of it with an emphasis on Alawi teachings(®eace be upon him)
and seeks to analyze the foundations, types of death, and its effects in the
words of Imam AliPeace be won him) y5ine g descriptive-analytical method.
Therefore, the types of human death in the words of Imam Alj(Peace be upon him)
are divided into two categories: the dead-hearted and red death. The dead-
hearted include: liars, those who abandon enjoining good and forbidding
evil, the ignorant, and disbelievers. The results obtained from the
presentation and analysis of Imam Ali's®eee beupon him) vordg show that, from
his perspective, the effects of deep reflection and contemplation on death
are: awakening from the sleep of heedlessness, belief in death and returning
to God, performing good deeds, moderation in material life and the
transcendence of eternal life, observing ethics and having desirable social
interaction, and avoiding worldliness.
Keywords:

Death, contemplation and deep reflection, effects of death, types of death, Alawi
teachings(peace be upon hjm).

# Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.

shahande_a@pnu.ac.ir




Qualitative Content Analysis of the Concept of Education
in Nahj al-Balaghah

Hamidah Moklesi *
Received date: 24/05/2024  Accepted date :14/01/2025

Abstract

Education is one of the fundamental and inseparable issues of human life,
which has always been discussed and examined by thinkers and various
schools of thought. The breadth of the concept of education and its
applications from the perspective of different sciences has made this issue
the focus of these discussions. The neglected capacities in the field of
education can be identified and introduced using religious sources.
Looking at this concept from the perspective of Imam Ali (Peacebeupon him)ap q
through the lens of Nahj al-Balaghah is an issue that has been less
explored. The present research has tried to examine the principles and
methods of education in Nah;j al-Balaghah with the aim of understanding
the concept of education in this book. This research was conducted using
an inductive qualitative content analysis method and a non-probability
sampling method of the purposeful type, in order to achieve
generalizability and adaptability, and of the typical case sampling type,
using the text research method. According to this research, education in
Nahj al-Balaghah means enlightening and preparing the learner,
considering the realities of human life, based on the ideological principles
of Islam, and with the aim of developing all dimensions and talents of the
learner to reach perfection. Understanding this concept by the teacher can
help improve their professional competence and put the learner on the right
path of education and training.

Keywords:

Education, Imam Ali (®eece be upon him) " Nah; a]-Balaghah, Content Analysis,
Principles, Methods.
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Abstract

The present study examines the thirty-second sermon of Nahj al-Balaghah
based on John Searle's speech act theory. The main question is how this
theory is used and applied in analyzing the propositions of the sermon and
the dimensions of its use for a better understanding and explanation of the
text. The claim and assumption of the research is the possibility of using
Searle's theory in analyzing the sermons of Nahj al-Balaghah. The findings
indicate that assertive speech acts are the most frequently used in this
sermon. Imam Ali(Peace be wpon him) employs this type of act in describing
phenomena of the world and society. For example, in the typology of people
of the time into five groups, the assertive act is clearly evident. The
expressive speech act comes next. The intention of His Holiness in using
these propositions is to express a state with the aim of lamenting the current
situation, which signifies an expressive act. The directive speech act is also
observed in this sermon. The intended point of His Holiness in his sermon is
an effort through warning, commanding, and advising to persuade and
compel the listener to devalue the world, refrain from attachment to it, and
learn from the predecessors. This analysis shows that Searle's theory is an
effective tool for a deeper understanding of the sermons of Nahj al-
Balaghah.

Keywords:

Imam Ali(Peace be vpon him) Nahj al-Balaghah, the thirty-second sermon, speech
act, John Searle.
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Abstract
Saadi, a prominent Iranian poet, with the creation of two books, Bostan
and Golestan, as masterpieces of didactic literature, represents and
testifies to the rich and fruitful Iranian culture. The topic of man and God
and related issues are comprehensively present in Bostan and Golestan
in a unique way. He has been able to combine poetry, music, and speech
with wisdom and advice. Given the influence of religious teachings and
Islamic culture on Saadi's thought, as well as its impact on the writing of
Bostan and Golestan, and the many similarities between the two with
religious works, especially Nahj al-Balaghah, this article examines the
relationship between man and God in the books Bostan and Golestan as
representatives of didactic literature and compares it with Letter 31 of
Nahj al-Balaghah as an educational and religious charter. This writing is
descriptive and analytical, and library resources were used for its
preparation and compilation. The results of this comparison show that in
both works, the pivotal relationship of man with God is emphasized
based on knowledge and understanding, gratitude, prayer and
repentance, submission and contentment, piety and servitude, and this
aspect is one of the many similarities between the two works; to the
extent that at times Saadi has been able to express the essence of the
relationship between man and God with the least difference in
understanding and even in parallel with Letter 31 of Nahj al-Balaghah.
Keywords:
Saadi; Nahj al-Balaghah; Relationship; Man; God.
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Abstract

Some human virtues that are considered advantages for cognitive faculties
and are positive and effective characteristics in knowledge are called
epistemic virtues. Understanding the role of virtues and vices of human
cognitive faculties in belief formation helps to re-identify the characteristics
of cognitive faculties and revise the network of beliefs, hence it is of interest
to epistemology and ethics. This research, based on Nahj al-Balaghah,
attempted to examine the necessary virtues for cognitive faculties, namely;
sense, heart, memory, and intellect, using qualitative content analysis. The
findings showed that listening and observing in the realm of outward senses
is a virtue that is different from merely hearing or seeing, just as a vigilant
conscience and wakefulness create an epistemic advantage for the heart;
presence of mind and strong retention power are virtues of memory, and
deliberation, intelligence, and gaining experience are virtues related to
reasoning and argumentation. The epistemic system of Nahj al-Balaghah
attributes to factors influencing cognition that are not epistemically
accessible to the knowing agent; that is, it believes in epistemic externalism
and emphasizes the role of virtues in creating belief, and does not limit the
validity and value of knowledge to having sufficient evidence and reasons,
but also introduces the virtues of the knowing agent as leading to the
formation of correct beliefs and valid knowledge, at the forefront of which
are insight and wisdom.
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Abstract
One of the most prominent and obvious manifestations of a written that
distinguishes it from other texts is the use of specific language patterns. Nahj
al-Balagheh is not an exception to this rule and with the use of takamadhe
has been able to create his own unique style. The translation of this type of
Nahj al-Balaghah words requires semantics due to the difficulty in
understanding the meaning, and the best type is descriptive semantics;
Because it is in the context of the sentence and through the relationships of
substitution and coexistence from a word with other words and expressions
and through dictionaries that one can get the original meaning of such
expressions. The present study has used the comparative-descriptive
approach and the authors follow to compare the translation of words or
phrases with monotony to the case pathology of the translators and show the
audience which of the Persian translations performed better than the others.
The authors of the following essay have provided a translation under the title
of proposed translation to familiarize the audience with the translation of
words or singular phrases at the end of each proposition or sentence. The
obtained results indicate that apart from Dinparvar, most Persian language
translators have been simplified in their translation process, and this neglect
has led to the lack of accurate transmission of Nahj al-Balaghah style in
translations.
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Abstract
In the global environment, government-people participation has become an
important tool for achieving the potential of both sectors to provide
optimized services. Based on Islamic teachings, the participation of the
people with the government is also considered one of the fundamental
principles of governance and a religious duty. This research seeks to answer
the question of what the model of government-people participation is from
the perspective of Nahj al-Balaghah's teachings, and how the roles and duties
of each stakeholder in the aforementioned participation are defined. To
conduct the research, a qualitative content analysis method was used. The
results of the research indicate that effective participation follows a three-
layered model. The first layer includes philosophical and insightful
components, forming the foundation of participation. The second layer
encompasses prerequisite and essential components for implementing
participation, and the third layer addresses the duties and responsibilities of
the parties involved in participation. Paying attention to the role and
implementation of all components in all three aforementioned layers is
important and effective in ensuring effective participation. It is hoped that
the results of the present research will be effective in creating optimal
participation between the government and the people in Islamic societies.
Keywords:

Public participation, Islamic management, Public administration, Nahj al-
Balaghah.
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