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Anthropological Foundations of the Rights of Men and Women
In Nahj al-Balagha

Hajar Bakhtary Ebrahim Sarayi®/ Boshra Karimi®**/ Tahereh Khalaj®**
Received date: 02/06/2025 Accepted date :20/02/2026

Abstract
Necessity: Elucidating the anthropological foundations of the rights of men
and women in Islam is of paramount importance, as a correct
understanding of the shared and specific rights of both genders plays a
decisive role in achieving social justice, balancing responsibilities, and
stabilizing familial and social relations. This research is conducted with an
anthropological approach, emphasizing the teachings of Nah;j al-Balagha.
Methodology: A descriptive-analytical method was employed, with data
gathered and analyzed through the study of the Holy Quran, Nahj al-
Balagha, and authoritative jurisprudential and anthropological sources.
Findings: The findings indicate that in terms of human essence, men and
women possess a unified ontological core. This existential commonality
serves as the basis for equality in human dignity, religious beliefs, moral
values, and social responsibilities. Concurrently, the developmental
(ontological), psychological, and physical differences between the two
genders are viewed as a manifestation of divine wisdom and
complementary to one another, accounting for the distinctions in certain
rights and duties within the realms of family and society.
Conclusion: The research concludes that from the perspective of Nahj al-
Balagha, the Islamic legal system is predicated on the harmony between
Takwin (ontological creation) and Tashri (legislated law). The rights of A
men and women are organized not on the basis of discrimination, but on Sﬁ&%
the principles of justice, proportionality, and complementarity—a Q}g %8§§&}

&
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framework that facilitates individual felicity, the stability of the family
institution, and social equilibrium.
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Gender Equality, Islamic Justice.
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The Function of Image Schemas in Imam Ali's (AS)
Shaqshaqiyah Sermon

A'zam Mahmoodi*
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Abstract
Image schemas are one of the fundamental concepts in cognitive
linguistics and constitute one of the most important infrastructures in
the field of cognitive semantics, which are based on the embodiment of
abstract concepts. These conceptual structures are the product of human
lived experiences and enable the comprehension of abstract domains
such as language. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and based
on the theory of image schemas, the present study investigates the
Shigshigiyyah Sermon of Imam Ali (Peacebeuwonhim) iy Nahj al-Balagha.
The main objective is to answer the question of how the lived
experiences in the mind of Imam Ali (Peace beupon him) qre represented
through three approaches: "kinetic", "volumetric", and "powerful" and
how they have contributed to the objectification of abstract concepts in
his discourse. The results indicate that to explain the reasons for his
acceptance of the caliphate after enduring prolonged hardship during
the era of the preceding caliphs, Imam Ali (Peace be wponhim) ey hressed his
grievances in a tangible manner by utilizing sensory-perceptual
elements and everyday lived experiences. Quantitative findings indicate
that the simultaneous use of two or three schemas, with a frequency of
22, had the highest frequency. After that, the power schema with a
frequency of 10, the movement schema with a frequency of 8, and the
volume schema with a frequency of 5 were ranked next. This research
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shows how Imam Alj (peace beuponhim) trangformed abstract and complex Bﬁx)@g
concepts into a sensory and understandable experience through these & 8 gb
schemas. '@%\ﬂ
,\3:’,
Keywords: ’
Cognitive linguistics, image schemas, Shagshagiyah sermon, Imam Ali (e
be upon him)
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Anti-Oppression in the Islamic Republic of Iran with Emphasis on Imam

Khomeini's (as) Discourses and Their Intertextual Relations
with Nahj al-Balagha

Mehrnaz Ebrahimzadeh*/ Zeynab al-Sadat Hosseini**/ Mostafa Kamaljoo™**
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Abstract

The struggle against oppression and the establishment of justice have been
the primary objectives and foundational principles of the mission of divine
prophets, a theme emphasized extensively in the Quran and Hadith,
particularly in Nah;j al-Balagha. As a prominent follower of this school of
thought, Imam Khomeini (Peace be uron him) -ty emuylating these principles,
elevated the fight against oppression to a central platform for the formation
of an Islamic government, as evidenced in his discourses and actions.
Based on the work "Sahifeh Imam," this research employs the modern
approach of "intertextual studies" to descriptively and analytically examine
his influence from Nahj al-Balagha. In addition to investigating "genettean
intertextual relations”, the study also applies sub-categories of rhetorical
intertextuality. Through an analysis of 33 discourses of Imam Khomeini
regarding anti-oppression in the "Sahifeh Nur" that exhibited intertextual
links with Nahj al-Balagha, it was found that 19 instances possessed "first-
order genettean intertextuality (explicit-intentional), while 14 instances
exhibited third-order genettean intertextuality" (implicit). No instances of
the second order (hidden-intentional) were identified in his discourses.
Ultimately, the examination of Imam Khomeini's discourses on anti-
oppression proves his conscious emulation of the words and conduct (Sira)
of Imam Al (Peace beuponhim) Tt can be observed that the teachings of Nahj al-
Balagha are manifest within the Imam's speech, leading to the conclusion
that the establishment of justice and equity, and the struggle against all
forms of tyranny and injustice, are among the core objectives of this sacred

system.

Keywords:
Anti-oppression, Imam Ali (Peace be upon him)  [rmam Khomeini (Peace be upon him)
Genettean Intertextuality, Nahj al-Balagha.
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A Semantic Approach to the Term ""Sa'adat" (Felicity/Happiness)
in Nahj al-Balagha

Esmat Sabzali Kashie * / Maliheh al-Sadat Seyyedreza Dolabi **
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Abstract
This research investigates the concept of "Sa'adat" (Felicity) in Nah;j al-
Balagha as one of the central themes in the ethical and philosophical
system of Imam Ali Peacebeuronhim Employing the method of syntagmatic
semantics (collocational analysis), this study analyzes lexical items such
as "Falah" (Success), "Taqwa" (Piety), "Ilm" (Knowledge), "Hikmah"
(Wisdom), "Salih Work" (Righteous Deeds), "Khair" (Goodness), and
"Adalat" (Justice), which appear in textual collocation with Sa'adat.
These collocations demonstrate that Sa'adat in Nahj al-Balagha
transcends mere individual success, establishing a profound connection
with moral, social, and religious perfection. Accordingly, Sa'adat is
defined as a dynamic and interactive process of attaining human
perfection and living based on religious and ethical principles.
Conversely, the term "Shagawat" (Wretchedness) is utilized to delineate
the obstacles and negative consequences arising from deviating from
these principles. This research reveals that the analysis of the collocations
of Sa'adat in Nahj al-Balagha elucidates the nexus between knowledge,
piety, righteous deeds, and salvation. Furthermore, the verses of the Holy
Quran, acting as complements and corroborators of Imam Ali’s (Peace be
vpon him discourses, further illuminate the path toward achieving Sa'adat.
This study suggests that the semantics of Sa'adat in Nahj al-Balagha
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opens new horizons in understanding normative ethics and the ﬁiﬁ’fg

philosophy of action within the Islamic tradition. Q‘E 8 gb

Keywords: %%‘*3&3
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Sa'adat, Taqwa, Paradise (Jannah), Martyrdom (Shahadat), Preaching (Wa'z),
Semantics, Nahj al-Balagha.
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Assessment of Epistemological Inimitability Components in Nahj al-Balagha

Breaking the Monopoly of Rhetorical Inimitability: A Quantitative

Morteza Pahlavani ¥/ Seyed Somayeh Razavi Kanti**
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Abstract

One of the methods for proving the truthfulness of the Quran is investigating
its various facets of inimitability . However, the reasons for overlooking the
epistemological dimension of inimitability in early works, the significance of
the ancestors' focus on the rhetorical aspect, and the cause of the monopoly
of inimitability within the rhetorical dimension raise critical questions. Since
the Imams (Peacebe wponhim) are the only true guides to understanding the Quran,
the way to transcend this narrow focus lies in returning to their discourse.
Therefore, this study examines the discourse of Imam Al {Peace be upon him) 5q
the witness to the revelation and the justice of the Quran. The aim of this
research is to conduct a root-cause analysis to provide a way out of the
monopoly of rhetorical inimitability in the early centuries and to
quantitatively evaluate the components emphasized by the Imam regarding
the epistemological dimension of inimitability in Nahj al-Balagha. The
research employs the content analysis method, utilizing the complete
collection of sermons with a statistical sample of 37 sermons. The results
indicate that epistemological inimitability was indeed addressed by Imam Ali
(peace be upon himifs)jowing the Prophet. Among 187 attributes of the Quran
identified across 241 sermons, 91% emphasized the epistemological
dimension, 14.7% the rhetorical dimension, and no attributes were attributed
to the "intrinsic/formal" dimension. Furthermore, among the attributes
related to the epistemological dimension, "Comprehensiveness" (86%) and
the attributes of "Proof" and "Guidance" held the highest frequency in his
discourse, signifying a strong emphasis on the epistemological dimension as
the most significant facet of inimitability.
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Abstract

The book Nahjul-Balagha contains the speeches and letters of Imam Ali
(peace be upon him) 5q the first Imam of the Shiites and the fourth Caliph of the
Islamic world. It is a book that was created based on a specific order and
purpose to convey concepts. One of these concepts is the concept of
caliphate and its surrounding concepts such as government, sovereignty,
Imam, Rightly Guided Caliphs, etc. The present study seeks to examine
how this concept is quantitatively reflected in Nahjul-Balagha.

For this purpose, using the content analysis method, the book Nahjul-
Balagha was examined and the desired data was extracted and then
analyzed and evaluated. Quantitative results show that the most reflection
and attention and emphasis among the components and concepts related to
the caliphate and the caliphs is the concept of allegiance with 52 frequency
cases, followed by the concept of Uthman with 44 frequency cases in
second place. The lowest frequency belongs to the concepts of the second
caliph, Omar bin Al-Khattab, with 6 frequency cases, the concept of Shura
with 6 frequency cases, and the first caliph, Abu Bakr bin Abi Quhafa, with
7 frequency cases. The qualitative results of the research also contain the
Imam's efforts to inform the society about how events occurred and to
show his legitimacy in the position of caliph.
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Mohammadamin Roudini *

Received date: 10/08/2025 Accepted date :14/03/2026

Abstract
Emotional intelligence, as a relatively recent concept in psychology,
plays an important role in the analysis of educational literary works, as it
brings to light capacities such as emotion management, self-awareness,
and social skills in prominent texts. Daniel Goleman’s theory, with its
emphasis on five components—self-awareness, self-management, social
awareness, relationship management, and self-motivation—provides a
useful framework for examining the emotional dimensions of religious
and literary texts. Nahj al-Balagha, one of the most significant works of
Islamic and literary heritage, contains numerous statements that can be
analyzed through this framework to clarify the role of emotional
intelligence in Imam Ali’sPeace be upon him) thayoht and writings. Using a
descriptive-analytical method, the present study examines the
components of emotional intelligence in Sermons 1-10 of Nahj al-
Balagha. The findings indicate that, in these sermons, Imam Al(Peace be upon
him) demonstrates self-awareness through recognition of his own status
and merit; self-management through controlling anger and pride amid
political crises; social awareness through empathy with the people;
relationship management through guiding society toward the truth; and
self-motivation through the adoption of an encouraging approach.
Keywords:

Nahj al-Balagha; emotional intelligence; Daniel Goleman; sermon; self-
awareness; emotion management.
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Abstract
The words and letters of Ali, Peace be wpon himl " in relation to government and
governance, are very significant in terms of understanding political
jurisprudence; In this matter, her covenants with his agents and governors
have a special place. In the section known as letters in Nahj al-Balaghah,
there is a text called " From his covenant with Muhammad bin Abi-Bakr
when he handed over Egypt to him", which is also very significant from
the point of view of political literature; By examining this text, we come to
the conclusion that this text is not actually his original contract and political
order to Muhammad bin Abi-Bakr, and is a part of a comprehensive letter
that Ali (Peace be upon him) gent after the request of Muhammad bin Abi-Bakr
about judgment and some other matters. In this article, using descriptive
and analytical method and relying on library resources, the original
testament of Ali (Peace be upon him) 1 Nfyhammad bin Abi-Bakr has been
introduced, and the comprehensive letter of Ali (Peace be upon himy,
Muhammad bin Abi-Bakr has also been introduced and comparisons have
been made between the text of Nahj al-Balagha and some other texts of this
comprehensive letter. By comparing these texts, we come to the conclusion
that the text of Nah;j al-Balagha is probably from one of the books of Abu
Mikhnaf, who is a famous writer in Islamic history. The content of this
comprehensive letter is very significant from several perspectives such as
L. .. .5 . 2% 2
political jurisprudence, legal jurisprudence and ethics. ;ﬁ’i‘%
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Abstract
Islamic upbringing, whose ultimate goal is the attainment of human
perfection and true felicity, encounters various obstacles such as the
temptations and seductions of Satan. In Nahj al-Balagha, Imam Ali {Peace be
vpon himinrovides a profound analysis of Satan’s characteristics, his deviant
methodologies in obstructing the human path, and the strategies for
countering them. Satan influences the developmental process of the human
being through several mechanisms, including polytheism (shirk), gradual
temptation, the imposition of doubts, the conflation of truth and falsehood,
the incitement of discord, the stimulation of prejudices, the reinforcement
of self-centeredness (vanity), and the exploitation of human heedlessness.
Awareness of these methods and the implementation of counter-strategies
constitute a fundamental step in the journey of self-purification and proper
upbringing. To maintain immunity against Satanic influence, Imam Ali
(peace be upon him) pronoses various remedies, such as emphasizing Tawhid
(Divine Oneness), associating with the righteous, controlling anger,
avoiding arrogance, steering clear of unfounded doubts and temptations,
and focusing on inward reformation. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical
method and relying on authoritative sources, this research endeavors to
elucidate the role of Satanic recognition in Islamic upbringing and to
r{iy present strategies for maintaining immunity from its negative effects
rgg;%t R through the teachings of Imam Ali (eace be upon him)
N 9}4?‘?5 Keywords:
i Nabhj al-Balagha, Islamic Upbringing, Recognition of Satan.
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Abstract

While Ethics as a science addresses the recognition of moral qualities and
behaviors, Moral Philosophy—as a branch of Deontological Philosophy—
is tasked with the rational and philosophical investigation of the criteria and
standards of ethical values. In conjunction with these criteria, it examines
the diverse justifications provided by various ethical schools for moral
values, a field known as Axiology. Within the framework of religious
beliefs, ethics constitutes one of the most fundamental subjects of religious
epistemology, governed by specific criteria and standards. These standards
are reflected in the discourses of religious leaders through divine
revelation. In the teachings of Imam Ali (eace be won himl__ywho was a
profound practitioner of the Prophet’s (pbuh) ethical school and remains an
authentic paradigm of Islamic morality—these values and their underlying
criteria are articulated. Accordingly, this study aims, within the scope of
this article, to examine the criteria and standards of ethical values from the
perspective of three prominent ethical schools and the ethical school of
Imam Alj (Peace be uponhim) yyith a particular emphasis on Nahj al-Balagha,
while elucidating their points of convergence and divergence regarding
these values.
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